1Peter 4.7-19

LOVE TO THE END
What happened on Saturday, May 21, 2011 at 6pm? The world came to an End, or it was supposed to according to US pastor Harold Camping. I don’t know why it was such big news because someone somewhere is always predicting the end of the world as we know it, or singing about. The next most popular date is December 21st 2012 which marks the end of the Mayan calendar's current cycle and provided the basis for the spectacular 2009 disaster movie called 2012.  
Humanity has an ancient and universal dread of a terrible end of all things and many people are panicked by predictions of the End, perhaps more so in the US for some reason which is why comedian Jon Stewart appealed to his countrymen: We live in hard times not the end times. Sadly, Jon Stewart’s ridicule of the ridiculous predictions of the likes of brother Camping, blind him and many other cynics and mockers like him to the reality of the coming End.  
Following Christ’s own teaching, Peter said 1Pe 4:7 The end of all things is near. 
The Gk word End, telos, does not mean cessation but the achievement or fulfillment of a purpose. The End of a building project is its completion ready for use. The OT looked to the future End of the world as the divine achievement of a new creation.  Isa 65:17 “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.  This new creation actually began in the past with Jesus resurrection and will be completed at his Return which Jesus said could be at any time. So, contra Stewart, we really do live in the End Times because we live after the Resurrection of Christ & before his Return  
Heathen religions have a cyclical view of reality, like reincarnation. But the Bible has an eschatological focus which results in a radically different way of understanding reality and life. Eschatos means last so eschatology is a study of the last things which not surprisingly come at the End, eg heaven & resurrection 
Here is a graphic of the OT view of history before Christ. An eschatological focus means that from the beginning of creation (the Big Bang) the Bible looks forward to the future End of a new creation (the Bigger Bang). God’s plans for humanity are progressively fulfilled in history which is why history is his-story! History is therefore not simply a random accident of coincidental events but the progressive fulfillment of God’s purposes to their true in a new creation. 
The OT predicts the End will come with the Messiah who brings the power of the Kingdom of God for freedom from evil & suffering, forgiveness of sins, the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit and the Resurrection of God’s people.  

With the coming of Jesus that eschatological program is modified as this graphic shows. Jesus refines the eschatological focus by his incarnation, death, resurrection. The last things belonging to the End can actually be experienced now in the present as we receive by faith all that Jesus has done for us including freedom, forgiveness and the Holy Spirit. However, the completion of our salvation in the resurrection of our bodies must wait until Jesus Returns at the End in the new creation. Now our life has an eschatological focus to the End. 

If The end of all things is near, how near is it? Hopefully Pastor Camping has learned that’s not the question for the error is not in the expectation but in the presumption to know the date when the Son of God himself said not even he knew but only the Father. Rather than worry about the timing of his Return Jesus said to live life as if the End was tomorrow or that today was our last to live. And so does Peter. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 
Therefore means there’s a logical consequence: a sincere belief that the end is near will surely have an impact on our life; but if our life is unaffected then the genuineness of our belief in the End is doubtful. Peter says be ‘clear minded and self-controlled’ which literally mean to be ‘sound and sober’.

We’re not to be wooly and vague in our beliefs about Jesus and the gospel, nor should we be hung-over in a spiritual stupor. We’re to be sound and sober so that we can pray: not just for the usual practical things of life – which is still OK - but prayer that is focused by a belief that the End is near will be spiritually discerning and will prioritize life and relationships in terms of the eternal gospel. 

There are 2 key areas for prayer if we’re mindful of the End: 1st fellowship in the church; and 2nd suffering and especially suffering for being a Christian. 

8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Love is 
agape which Jesus modeled by laying down his life for us. Deeply is literally earnestly – we’ve got to be fairdinkum about this agape love which always puts the other person first because it takes real effort. 
But it sure is worth it because when the genuine Jesus sort of love is practiced, we are much less likely to be upset by those petty irritations, misunderstandings and slights (real or imagined) which happen in every friendship & family, including the church; especially the church because the devil hates whomever God loves. Love covers these over never to be dug up! 
  
Peter offers some practical examples of earnest love in a church. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Rick Warren’s says , “If Christians would open their homes and practice hospitality as defined in Scripture, we would significantly alter the fabric of society.” Hospitality is the untapped divine resource for ministry and mission in the 21st century because we’ve become so stressed and time-poor there’s little time to just chill and enjoy good company.  
Of course if we grumble and complain, even just to ourselves, about the effort of being hospitable as either a host or a guest, or whinge about the host or guest themselves, then our hospitality will have not a zero spiritual but a negative! Nothing undermines love and fellowship like grumbling, so don’t! 


10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. Each one means that every Christian is enabled by God to serve the body of Christ in a way that fits their circumstances and character. And each Christian is responsible to God for using his or her gifts to share God’s grace in all sorts of ways. Attitude is everything so unless we’re gracious in serving we won’t be administrating God’s grace but our grumpiness!    
11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. This doesn’t necessarily mean uttering divine oracles to one another but more that in the context of our fellowship in Christ, we should be mindful of being sincere and real and take every opportunity to encourage one another and to build each other up in faith and hope and love. When you come to church, be ready and willing to speak to others as if God has sent you to speak to them himself. 
If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.  Unless we rely on God’s grace and strength, our ministry in the church will become just another task or job to get done, and we’ll end up begrudging it. Our motive for any ministry we do in Jesus name is for Jesus’ praise and not for our own: only then will our service be a true blessing to all.  
To sum up so far, being mindful of the End should focus our prayer on the fellowship of the church in its love, hospitality and ministry.  And lastly being mindful of the End should shape our prayers in suffering and especially in suffering for being a Christian. 12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. Painful is literally fiery which refers to the refining process in the crucible of tough times; an oft repeated theme in Peter’s letters for good reason 
The fact is we live in a world that is hostile to God’s rule and God’s values, and yet for some strange reason we’re often shocked when it happens to us. Thankfully, in our country there is no official religious persecution but there is nonetheless a sustained denigration and disdain of God and godliness in public life. I rarely see an orthodox Christian character portrayed fairly in the media; most are mere Christian caricatures whose faith and hope is readily mocked and lampooned. This can easily carry into real life. It’s not easy to take a Christian stand on a matter of justice or morality or faith whether at home, or school or work or even in church. We can often feel ostracized, isolated and vulnerable. 
Peter also recognizes that Christians are not immune from sin and foolishness and sometimes we can bring criticism upon our self. However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name  17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? Judgment can refer to both correction and condemnation. In this age Christians must endure the discipline of God so that we will be spiritually prepared to receive his glory at the End; but  then the disobedient who may run amok in the present will face condemnation. 
19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good. When a fictional Christian character consoles another by saying in a pious manner, ‘it is God’s will’, I usually cringe.   And yet in real life, what greater comfort is there in sorrow and in suffering, and particularly in persecution, than to believe that our heavenly Father, who knows us and love us, is ultimately in control and not the world, our flesh nor the devil. Commit means to give something for safekeeping. Jesus said as he died ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’ (Lk 2346). Who else will we commit our life to for safekeeping than the God we love, who created us and will love us to the End?
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